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	The culture I thought I was going to hear more about turned into a culture knew almost nothing about. She was born and raised in Venezuela, but her parents we natively born of Italy. After WWII her parents moved to Venezuela because they had heard of jobs and the country was stable at the time. So I had the opportunity to learn about a culture and a place I knew nothing about except the country was shaped like a boot. So it was to my surprise to learn that she may have been born and raised in a different country but her family still carried all of her old family traditions with them. I picked to interview her because I am good friends with her son and have been for some time now, but for the time I have known him I have learned very little about who they were and where they came from. This is why I choose to interview her so that I may come to better understand their culture and the ways of tradition. We met only once for the interview, that was all that was needed. I have known her for a little bit more than a year now. So the interview was very casual and very free flowing. So during the interview I felt very confident in the interview and how it went. I felt that I learned a considerable amount of information about the individual I interviewed. 
	It was so nice to be able to sit down and learn more about a friend’s culture. I now have a better understanding of her culture and her way of life. To my surprised Italian culture is much similar to American culture with a few variations. When asked to describe her culture she went right to talking about her family and its structure. If I were asked the same questions I would start talking about traditions, holidays, and other daily activities. But she definitely explained that in a traditional Italian family, family is the most important and will always come first in her culture. When I asked who are the people that comprise your family she said it would include grandparents, parents, and then the children. In my experience with my family our family just consisted of my parents and my siblings. In Italy it is more common than not that one set of the grandparents will live with the family. She said homes in Italy are built much larger for this reason. When I asked her what the roles of each of the family members were she said the grandparents would stay home and cook and clean. The husband would be the primary provider for the family. The wife had a choice to either stay home and do house work or get a part time job. She said that she worked in a nearby school teaching children how to speak English. As for the children, their primary focus was to go to school and get a good education.
	I then went on to ask her about the life cycle. She explained that it is very important for the family to stick together, so they may be able to take care of one another. Some of the expectations were for the children once out of school to go to college and get a higher level of education. An interesting fact I learned was that they don’t finish their general education (High School) until their 19-20 years old. They can even drive until their 18, but at 16 they are allowed to drive motorcycles. While they attend college it was expected of them to stay and live with the family during this period. In our culture the norm is usually to leave the family and learn to live on your own, which I thought was interesting.  She also said that this stage in life is most valued because this is a time for learning and exploration of who you are. 
	We then began to discuss the language and communication. In Italy they speak Italian, but what many don’t know about the language is that there are multiple dialects used. She said based on the region of Italy you live in; there will be a different dialect to the language. She said she lived in the state called Puglia and the dialect spoken in that state was molase. So by recognizing the dialect of another will help you know what state or region of Italy they are from. I think that would make the language very difficult to learn because if you meet someone from another state you might not recognize what they are say. She said it did make learning the language difficult for children to learn, but once you become familiar with the language; learning the other states dialects became much easier. She also said when speaking it is very common to use hand gestures, which I thought was interesting because in America we don’t use gestures as much. 
	The discussion about food was her favorite part. She said food is a huge part of their culture and who they are. She says an Italian meal can tell you a lot about where you came from in Italy, because certain dishes are unique to areas in Italy. She pasta is the usually the main dish in a Italian meal. She said pasta of every kind would be consumed on a weekly basis. Different kinds of bread and wine were common, as well as thin crust pizza. I asked if children were allowed to drink the wine and she responded that not young children would allowed to drink the wine but children usually over the age of 12 or so were allowed.  She also added in that Italians don’t drink alcohol to get drunk they drink it because it tastes good and because they like to have fun. She said some of her favorites were genocchi which is homemade potatoes with pasta. Another was black rice which is rice colored with squid ink.  Seafood was large part of their diet. 
	When asked about her experiences being different she had some interesting things to say. She said when her and her family came to America it was hard for them to adapt the culture here. She said one of the toughest parts about coming here was trying to find a job. Even though she spoke English she said it took her months to find a job. When she did get a job the hours were late and odd days. But for her husband who spoke little to none English, it took him over a year and a half to find a job. She said it was hard not having her parents close by. She also said it was hard adapting to what Americans ate. When she wanted to make a traditional Italian meal it was hard to find what she needed to make it. Another thing that made it hard was they didn’t know anyone here. 
	To keep their cultural identity her and her family still celebrates Italian holidays and celebrations. They still like to have the diet they had while in Italy. They still held strong values in a good education and stay together as a family. When asked about dancing and music she said that it was more common during festivals and carnivals that came to town. They are use to very festive music and lively dancing. She said when dancing it was more common for a group of people to be dancing. She said they didn’t have any specific way of dancing, that it was more your own thing. 
	As of living in Utah she has experienced many different things. But she says if they didn’t live in Utah, that other places in America are much more different. When they first came to Utah and people would catch them speaking Italian to each other people thought it was Spanish and that they were from Mexico. So their first thought of Amerians as that they weren’t very well educated. She said the hardest thing about living in Utah was that they can’t relate to the people who live here. She said when we first got here we learned that the Mormon Church was a dominate religion here. Their first experience with the church was when missionaries came to their door every week to try and come to talk to them about God. Her and her family are catholic. Her first impressions of the people of this religion were that they were very pushy. They really wanted you to become part of their religion. 
	As for migration experiences she said when they came here the officials checked everything and went through everything and touch everything. She had never experienced such an invasion of her family’s privacy. The language barrier was harder on the rest of her family because she had already learned how to speak English when she went to school, but her husband had a very difficult time and still does today. As for her children they learned to speak English within two years of being here. 
	Overall I was astonished about everything I didn’t know about this culture. Of course I learned so much more than I could discuss in this paper. I learned that family is the most important aspect of Italian culture. That everything revolves around the family, that they stick together to help support and care for one another. Education is something valued very much in Italy. The expectations are for kids to go to college so that they become better people and live better lives. Food was a strong aspect in Italian culture. Food is what brings the family together. Being able to distinguish dishes would also be able to tell you about where that dish came from. I also learned that the Italian language has many variations to it depending on the state or region you live in. I learned it’s a challenge to come here from another country and try to live like you did before. You aren’t always treated the same or as an equal in a new place. You have to earn you place here as an equal. I would definably say I modified my perceptions about this culture some of the thing was as I thought and some were way off. All in all I was very glad I had the opportunity to speak with her about her culture so that I may have a better understanding of  who they were and who they are now. 
	

